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PUBLIC HEALTH REPOKTS 



VOL. XXVII. SEPTEMBER 13, 1912. No. 37. 

THE PLAGUE SITUATION. 

PORTO RICO. 

Two cases of plague were reported in the barrio of La Perla, in the 
municipality of San Juan. September 6. -Another case occurred in 
La Perla September 10. The infection in the last case was, however, 
without doubt acquired on September 5, and the three cases had 
their origin in one focus. This makes the total number of plague 
cases reported in Porto Rico to the present time 56. 

Plague-lnlected rats. 

From the, time the trapping of rats was begun in June to August 31 
there had been examined in Porto Rico 1 1 ,224 rats. Of this number, 
58 were found to be plague infected. Previous to July 20, there had 
had been examined less than 3,000 rats, and of this number 53 were 
plague infected. From July 20 to August 31 more than 8,000 rats 
were examined, but of these only 5 were found infected. From this it 
appears that the disease among rats is under control, and that there 
is little rodent plague remaining. 

Of the 58 infected rats, 12 were found between June 30 and July 8 
in Carolina, a town 13 miles east of San Juan; 2 were found June 25 
on the steamship Coamo; 14 were found in Santurce between June 23 
and July 27, and 1 during the week August 17 to 24. In Puerta de 
Tierra 20 infected rats were found between June 23 and July 20. 
During the next two weeks none was found. Then during the week 
ended August 10 one was' trapped, and during the week ended 
August 17 still another one. This made a total of 22 infected rats 
in Puerta de Tierra. In the city of San Juan proper there have been 
only 4 infected rats found. Two of these were taken between June 
23 and July 9, and 2 during the week ended July 20. Between July 
20 and August 31 no infected rat was found in the city. In La Perla 
an infected rat was trapped June 24. An infected rat was also found 
at Carretera. The cities of San Juan, Puerta de Tierra, and San- 
turce, and the barrio of La Perla are all within the municipality of 
San Juan. 

The marked diminution in the number of plague-infected rats 
found, in spite of the fact that a greater number of rats are being 
collected daily than formerly, shows that rodent plague has become 
less prevalent, and that the infection among rats is much more 
dilute. This is a very satisfactory condition, and shows the effec- 
tiveness of the measures carried out. Plague is primarily a disease 
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of rodents, and no community can be considered free from the disease 
until it no longer exists among rats. Human cases may not occur 
occur, but as long as the infection is harbored in rodents it constitutes 
a menace to the community. 

CALIFORNIA. 

During the week ended August 24, 1912, 9 plague-infected ground 
squirrels were found in California. Four of these came from Ala- 
meda County and 5 from Contra Costa County. 

The manner in which plague infection persists among the ground 
squirrels in California and the extent to which the disease is found 
among them, considered in connection with the fact that no human 
case of plague has occurred in the State for nearly a year, and only 
a very few cases in four years, causes <one to wonder whether similar 
conditions do not exist in the territory surrounding many of the cities 
of the world in which outbreaks ofplague have occurred at some time 
during the present pandemic. The history of these outbreaks in 
most places has been that there were but few human cases, and that 
seldom has the disease become as prevalent as occurs in certain 
of the contagious diseases. Usually there have been but few cases. 
Then the disease has apparently disappeared in some localities to 
reappear again at intervals. In those cities in which an efficient 
health department has undertaken the collection of rats and their 
examination, plague has been found usually among rats. 

In the cases in which rats have been persistently trapped, collected, 
and examined, the disease in time has seemed to disappear. It is 
a question whether in many localities the disease has not extended 
to the rodents in the surrounding rural districts. If this is so, these 
localities have, for the time being at least, become endemic foci of 
plague, and constitute areas from which infection may be spread to 
other localities heretofore uninfected. 

FOREIGN. 

In certain parts of the Orient plague has shown a marked recru- 
descence during the present summer. In Canton approximately 45 
cases were being reported daily during the month of July. In 
Hongkong there were 1,097 deaths reported from this disease 
between May 12 and July 20. 

The disease remains prevalent throughout India, a condition that 
has existed for some years. In Chile there was an outbreak at 
Iquique, where, from June 26 to July 20, there were 17 reported 
cases with 11 deaths. The disease continues to be reported from 
many South American ports, Egypt, Southern Asia, and occasional 
cases from Asia Minor and Russia. 



CHOLERA. 



Cholera was for several years epidemic in Russia, excepting dur- 
ing the colder months of winter. In 1908, there were 17,000 deaths 
from this disease officially reported; in 1909, 28,000. From May 8, 
1910, to February 4, 1911, there were 216,796 cases, with over 100,000 
recorded deaths. During the year 1910 practically all parts of Russia 



